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Report Documents Citizen Concerns and Opposition to Atlantic Coast Pipeline
A Review and Analysis by Key Log Economics of individual and form letters submitted to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) shows a vast number of significant concerns about
Dominion’s Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) from citizens in impacted areas—and overwhelming
opposition to the pipeline.
This Review and Analysis is a supplement to the recent Economic Analysis Report, also completed
by Key-Log Economics.
Among the Review’s findings are:
 99.4% of the comments about impacts to forests were negative
 98.8% of the comments regarding impacts to property values, tourism and
recreation were negative
 96.1% of the comments mentioning safety were negative
 99% of the comments on impacts to water were negative
 98.9% of the comments regarding effects on cultural and historical sites were
negative
 99% of the comments mentioning health cited negative impacts
All 2858 individual and form letter comments submitted to FERC between October 20, 2014 and
June 26, 2015 were reviewed and analyzed, including all comments received during FERC’s official
“comment period.”
The percentages listed above reflect the number of individual and form letter comments that cited
each respective issue. Thus, comments simply voicing opposition or support to the project, which
do not have specific details, were not included in this Review and Analysis as FERC considers them
irrelevant to the NEPA process. The percentages above also did not include the 25,667 signatures
on the 12 different petitions submitted to FERC during this period.
The report tracked locales from which the comments were submitted. 59.7% of the individual and
form letter comments submitted were from citizens in counties that the ACP would cross, while
90% of signatures on petitions received by FERC were from states outside the ACP route.

The report shows that over 36% of the individual and form letter comments submitted (1037 out
of 2858) were from Nelson County citizens, exemplifying Nelson County’s strong opposition to the
ACP.
“This Review and Analysis shows that those who would be most directly affected, and are thus
likely to be the most informed, hold almost uniformly negative opinions regarding the ACP,” said
Joanna Salidis, President of Friends of Nelson.
Comments from those who took the time to write individual letters or submit form letters,
whether from citizens directly affected or not, were strongly negative. The analysis also found
that the vast majority of those who did hold positive views on the ACP’s effects on the general
categories of the “economy” or “energy situation” were from counties or states that were not
crossed by the ACP.
The comments analyzed were submitted to FERC as required by the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), which evaluates the potential environmental effects of any federal project. This public
input is a critical part of the overall analysis of the pipeline.
“Letters and comments submitted to FERC provide direct and clear information about the issues of
concern to the people and communities [affected]…” the review states.
“The information in this Review is critical, as it indicates that the people more likely to support the
project are those with limited exposure to the issues, due to their greater distance from the route.
These people are more likely to rely on paid advertisements by the Gas Industry as their sole
source of information,” said Ernie Reed of Friends of Nelson. “The people within closer range
recognize the substantial dangers of the ACP, and are in the majority.”
This Review and Analysis of individual comments to FERC by Key-Log Economics was
commissioned by Friends of Nelson, Augusta County Alliance, Conservation Partners, LLP,
Southern Environmental Law Center, Yogaville Environmental Solutions, Friends of Buckingham,
and Chesapeake Climate Action Network.
A 2 minute video regarding the analysis is available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNoUj5KaMOc
The full report analysis and the economic study can be found at:
http://keylogeconomics.com/wp1/2015/05/18/economics-of-the-proposed-atlantic-coastpipeline/
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