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HRD’s Annual Public Meeting Set for Sunday, October 1 
 
 Highlanders for Responsible Development (HRD) will hold its annual public meeting on 
Sunday, October 1 at 2 pm at The Highland Center in Monterey.  The meeting will feature a 
review of HRD’s activities in 2017, including an in-depth discussion of the status and outlook for 
the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP). 
 Participating in the ACP potion of the meeting will be Greg Buppert, Senior Attorney 
with the Southern Environmental Law Center in Charlottesville, VA. The meeting will also 
include a discussion of new issues and activities in which HRD should become involved.  A 
reception will follow the meeting. 
 All citizens from Highland County and the surrounding area (Bath, Augusta, Pocahontas 
and Pendleton Counties) interested in HRD’s work are cordially invited to attend. 

 
 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline Decisions Grow Closer 
 
 It has been three years since the Atlantic Coast Pipeline proposal was formally 
announced at a joint press conference of Dominion Energy and Virginia Governor McAuliffe.  
The regulatory proceedings required by law to assess whether the project will be built are now 
nearing decisions.  Briefly, below is the status of the decisions that must be made by the key 
federal and state regulatory agencies with responsibilities relative to the project: 
  

• Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) – FERC has the ultimate authority to 
issue a permit for the ACP.  The Commission, which has been without a quorum for most 
of this year, but now has enough sitting members to act, will meet this coming Wednesday, 
September 20 for the first time since February. The ACP’s partner companies – Dominion, 
Duke Energy and The Southern Company – wrote the FERC Commissioners last month 
asking that the project be approved in September.  At this writing, there is not an 
indication that the matter will be taken up on this week’s meeting. The decision schedule 
published earlier this year by FERC for the ACP called for a decision on the project to be 
made no later than October 19. 
 

• U.S. Forest Service – The ACP would cross two national forests, the Monongahela and 
the George Washington, thus requiring the permission of the U.S. Forest Service (NFS).  
For that permission to be granted, the existing Forest Plans of the two forests would 
need to be amended. The NFS has published draft amendments to the Plans and is now 
evaluating public comments.  HRD was among groups that submitted objections to the 
proposal.  A final decision by the NFS is expected before the end of the year. 
 



 

• State Environmental Agencies – Environmental agencies in the three states through which 
the ACP traverses must evaluate, under provisions of Section 401 of the federal Clean 
Water Act, whether construction of the ACP would impair the quality of the waters of their 
state.  Last week, North Carolina officials indicated they it would delay a decision on the 
ACP because of a failure of the company to submit sufficient information.  West Virginia’s 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is currently evaluating the ACP 
application for water quality certification and has indicated it may not issue a decision 
until next year.  Recently, the DEP vacated a water quality certificate it had previously 
issued for the Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) after that decision was challenged in court, 
thus delaying a final decision on that project. 
 In Virginia, the Department of Environmental Quality is reviewing comments 
submitted to it last month on proposals from the agency to certify water quality for the ACP 
and the MVP.  The final decisions on certifications for both pipelines will be made by the 
State Water Control Board (SWCP), a 7-member citizens group, appointed by the Governor.  
The SWCB has indicated it may vote on the certification proposals in November. 
 

• Virginia Outdoor Foundation (VOF) – ACP last year submitted a request for the VOF to 
approve exceptions to environmental easements held by the Foundation on several pieces 
of property though which the pipeline would cross.  The VOF announced last week that it 
would consider the ACP’s request for easement exceptions on October 16. 
 

• U.S. Army Corp of Engineers – The Corp of Engineers is responsible for administering a 
program to regulate the discharge of fill and dredged materials into waters of the United 
States, including wetlands, established under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  
Reportedly, the Corp is still awaiting a complete application from the ACP for a 404 permit. 
 

 It should be noted that it is FERC’s practice to issue permits for pipeline projects 
conditioned upon the subsequent granting of other required permits.  For instance, the 
Commission in the past has issued permits for pipeline projects to be built subject to the 
subsequent issuance by a state environmental agency of a Section 401 permit. 
 
 These decisions and other aspects of the ACP’s impact on the Allegheny Highland will be 
the subject of discussion at HRD’s annual public meeting on October 1 (see article above).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlanders for Responsible Development is a citizens group that promotes 
stewardship of Highland County, Virginia’s unspoiled landscape, natural resources and 
exceptional quality of life. We support policies and activities that are based upon informed 
community discourse, democratic decision making, prudent land use and sustainable 
economic development.  The newsletter is issued to provide information on issues of relevance 
to the citizens of Highland County. Our website – www.protecthighland.org – archives past 
newsletter issues and referenced documents.  For questions or to make comments, write 
HRD@protecthighland.org. 
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