
 
Ten Reasons to Oppose the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) 

 
 

1. No Demand or Need 
With evidence of reduced future demand and with recent upgrades to existing pipelines, energy analysts argue that 
there is no need domestically for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline.  Additionally, foreign demand for this gas is better 
satisfied by nearer sources which can be produced and delivered at a lower cost. 
 

2. Climate Change Implications  
Gas pipelines leak methane gas and their compressor and metering stations regularly release methane and other 
harmful pollutants. The ACP will therefore significantly contribute to climate change. 
 

3. Cost Burden on Ratepayers 
The pipeline’s almost $8 billion construction cost will eventually mean rate increases for all Dominion customers as 
they will have to foot a large part of the ACP cost, regardless of whether it is put into service or not. 
 

4. Discourages Utility Investment in Alternatives 
The ACP’s possible construction and its huge capital investment cost will discourage utilities from promoting and 
developing non-fossil fuel, increasingly cost-effective alternatives such as wind and solar.  
 

5. Eminent Domain Seizures of Private Property 
Through the imposition of Eminent Domain, the proposed route confiscates and restricts Nelson landowners’ 
property rights, lowering their own and adjoining neighbors’ property values. 

 

6. Landslide Danger on Steep Slopes 
The proposed construction and placement of the pipeline endangers Nelson citizens’ lives and property, especially 
on steep slopes which are highly susceptible to landslide failures.  Note that ruptured pipelines are likely to explode. 

 

7. Disproportionate Harm to Minority Communities 
The ACP will specifically harm the historic African American community of Union Hill by locating a dangerous and 
polluting compressor station in its midst. 

 

8. Containment Failures Impact on Streams and Drinking Water 
As recently demonstrated with the Mountain Valley Pipeline, construction of the ACP will, despite promised 
containment safeguards, silt up mountain and valley streams, affecting local drinking water and aquatic life.  

 

9. Forest Fragmentation and Effects on Endangered Species 
The ACP’s construction will further fragment our vulnerable eastern forests, reducing the habitat and population of 
Federally-listed endangered species.  Such activity could potentially cause their extinction. 

 

10.  Detracts from Scenic Views on Public Lands 
The pipeline corridor will detract from scenic views on the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Appalachian Trail and National 
Forest Lands.  One of the most prominent viewing locations is at the Parkway’s Raven’s Roost overlook. 


